
Ethical Decision-Making Models 
  
The media uses a bridge over water as a metaphor to present different models of ethical 
decision-making. 
  
The bridge is labeled “Code of Ethics Bridge” and joins two landmasses. One is labeled 
“The Land of Ethical Dilemmas,” and the other landmass is labeled “The Land of 
Supervision and Satisfactory Outcomes.” 
  
Supporting the bridge above the water are four pillars. Each pillar provides information 
on a specific ethical decision-making model. 
  
  
Bridge Pillar Number 1 
  
Kitchener (1984): Critical-Evaluation Model 
Intuitive level, beliefs about right and wrong, with immediate judgments 
  
Ethical justification hierarchical tier and personal value judgments are not adequate 
  
Critical-evaluative level: reasoned judgment and evaluation 
  
Decisions are dependent upon situation 
  
  
Bridge Pillar Number 2 
  
Jordan & Meara (1995): Virtue Ethics Model 
Counselor’s personal characteristics: integrity, discretion, benevolence 
  
Counselor’s wisdom and moral beliefs 
  
Appraisal from perspective of the virtuous character of counselor 
  
Distinction between virtue and principle ethics, nonlinear 
  
  
Bridge Pillar Number 3 
  
Tarvydas  
(1987, 1998): Integrative Model 
Linear/stage model: Interpret and review dilemma, determine applicable ethical     
guidelines 
  
Generate possible and probable actions and consequences 
  



Collaborate with colleagues and/or supervisor to select appropriate action 
  
Combination of principle (rational) and virtue ethics 
  
  
Bridge Pillar Number 4 
  
Eberlein  
(1987): Problem-Solving Approach Model 
Prioritized ethical principles: respect and dignity, responsible caring, integrity in 
relationships, and societal responsibility 
  
Counselor’s personal values inform ethical decisions 
  
Consideration given to all stakeholders 
  
Ethical decisions prioritized and handled in context. 
  
  
In addition to the bridge pillars, there are several items in the water. The items include 
rocks, a shark’s fin, a tree log, and a sea monster. Each of the images represents a 
metaphor of an ethical challenge a counselor may encounter. 
  
The challenges include “Sexual Misconduct,” “Duty to Warn,” “Confidentiality,” “Do 
No Harm,” and “Dual Relationships. 
	  
Take	  a	  look	  the	  Ethical	  Decision	  Making	  Model.	  
	  
http://mym.cdn.laureate-‐
media.com/2dett4d/Walden/COUN/6306/03/mm/bridge/coun6306_models.html	  


